% The Pollination of a Squash Plant

Pollin ation Follow this species of squash bee, Peponapis pruinosa, as it

pollinates a squash flower. In the circles below, enter the
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A female squash bee travels to a
squash plant to collect pollen from an
exposed anther of a squash flower.
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The Story of Squash and Squash Bees in Oregon

We would not have squash bees if not for squash plants and the Indigenous ANOTt.h 2y

merica Y %
Peoples who formed a reciprocal relationship (taking care of each other) with the A Contral
.. Centra
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plants. This reciprocal relationship began over 10,000 years ago in Central America.
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As the people slowly cultivated the land to grow squash for food and for trade, they the map where 2 A
created a migration of squash to the north and the bees followed! you live! h\?
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Squash was not originally part of the traditional diet of Indigenous Peoples of the America ,( -

Pacific Northwest. Only in recent years has enough squash been grown in the region to

attract squash bees. In 2017, squash bees were first spotted in Oregon by kids in a garden in Ashland!
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